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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to tine record appears below. Sliould tine clianges 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kin-Wah Tong (Reg. No. 39,400) on 3/20/2008. 

Claims 3, 7, 9, 13 and 18 have been amended as follows: 

3. (Currently Amended) A method for assisting capacity planning in a network 
having a plurality of links, said method comprising the steps of: 

determining spare capacity on at least one link of the network, where said spare 
capacity is representative of an existing capacity plus an augmented capacity minus a 
bandwidth of all circuits routed on said at least one link of the network; 

applying a benefit weight to said spare capacity; 

computing an overall cost in accordance with said spare capacity for provisioning 
a circuit on said at least one link of the network, wherein said computing step 
comprises: 

minimizing a function of I q Xj - I Sj bj, to obtain said overall cost, where Sj 
represents said spare capacity for a link j, where bj represents said benefit weight 
for said link j, where Xj represents said augmented capacity for said link j, and 
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where q represents a cost for said Wnk j; and app l y i ng a b e n e f i t w ei ght to sa i d 
spare capac i ty. 

outputting said overall cost to an output device. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for assisting capacity planning in a network 
having a plurality of links, said method comprising the steps of: 

determining spare capacity on at least one link of the network, where said spare 
capacity is representative of an existing capacity plus an augmented capacity minus a 
bandwidth of all circuits muted on said at least one link of the network; 

computing on overa ll coot i n accordance w i th sa i d sparo capac i ty for prov i o i on i ng 
a c i rcu i t on sa i d at le ast on e li nk of th e n e twork; and 

applying a benefit weight to said spare capacity, wherein said benefit weight 
accounts for a cost for financing said augmented capacity, wherein said benefit weight, 
bj, is expressed as: 

bj = Cj-o pncj= Cj (1 - apn) 
where q represents a cost for a link j, where a represents an interest rate for capital per 
unit time, where n represents a number of capacity planning periods, and where p 
represents a length of said capacity planning period: 

computing an overall cost in accordance with said spare capacity for provisioning 
a circuit on said at least one link of the network: and 



outputting said overall cost to an output device . 
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9. (Currently Amended) A method for assisting capacity planning in a network 
having a plurality of links, said method comprising the steps of: 

determining spare capacity on at least one link of the network, where said spare 
capacity is representative of an existing capacity plus an augmented capacity minus a 
bandwidth of all circuits routed on said at least one link of the network; 

computing an ovoro ll coot i n Qccordonco w i th sa i d spare capacity for prov i s i on i ng 
a c i rcu i t on sa i d at le ast on e li nk of th e n e twork; and 

applying a benefit weight to said spare capacity, wherein said benefit weight 
accounts for a discount period, wherein said benefit weight, bj, is expressed as: 

bj = Cj-aqjCj=CjO -aqj) 
where q represents a cost for a link j, where a represents an interest rate for capital per 
unit time, and where qj represents said discount period: 

computing an overall cost in accordance with said spare capacity for provisioning 
a circuit on said at least one link of the network: and 

outputtinq said overall cost to an output device . 

1 3. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for assisting capacity planning in a network 
having a plurality of links, comprising: 

means for determining spare capacity on at least one link of the network, where 
said spare capacity is representative of an existing capacity plus an augmented 
capacity minus a bandwidth of all circuits routed on said at least one link of the network; 

means for applvina a benefit weight to said spare capacity; and 
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means for computing an overall cost in accordance with said spare capacity for 
provisioning a circuit on said at least one link of the network, wherein said computing 
means minimizes a function of I q Xj - I Sj bj, to obtain said overall cost, where Sj 
represents said spare capacity for a link j, where bj represents said benefit weight for 

said link j, where Xj represents said augmented capacity for said link j, and where q 
represents a cost for said link j ; and moonG for app l y i ng a benef i t weight to sa i d oparo 

18. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a 
plurality of instructions, the plurality of instructions including instructions which, when 
executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform the steps comprising-of: 

determining spare capacity on at least one link of the network, where said spare 
capacity is representative of an existing capacity plus an augmented capacity minus a 
bandwidth of all circuits routed on said at least one link of the network; 

applying a benefit weight to said spare capacity; and 

computing an overall cost in accordance with said spare capacity for provisioning 
a circuit on said at least one link of the network, wherein said computing step 
comprises: 

minimizing a function of I q Xj - I q bj, to obtain said overall cost, where q 
represents said spare capacity for a link j, where bj represents said benefit weight 
for said link j, where Xj represents said augmented capacity for said link j, and 
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where q represents a cost for said linl< j ; and app l y i ng a b e n e f i t w ei ght to sa i d 
spare capacity . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott M. Sciacca whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1919. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 7:30 A.M. - 5:00 
P.M. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Pwu can be reached on (571) 272-6798. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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